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From The Bridge
We have been commissioned and blessed and are now in business for 2009
everyone.

y

Our Opening Day was a complete success with visitors from Marina del Rey
to King Harbor to San Diego, SCYA, AOCYC, NOSA, Blue Gavel and other
organizations. Our Port Captain Dominic Trevino reported that the Lake was
free of Ice and more important Quaqqe Mussels and our Fleet Captain Rod
Simenz reported that our fleet was anxious and ready to sail. That made
opening day a very good start, and with the regatta that followed, it was a
joyful day for everyone. Our club members that supplied us with food and
decorations need not be forgotten. Thank you Cathie Willkie, Karen Bennett,
and Marilyn Haehn and all those who contributed for all your hard work and
dedication. Also thanks go out to Tim Martin, Skipper of Sea Scout Ship 90,
and the Renegades for the color guard who joined in our Opening Day Regatta. And a special thanks to our Lake Association that provided us with
everything needed to get started. They are always there for us and we can
never forget them, we are always thankful for their tremendous support.
Randy Tiffany commissioned his new Wayfarer during our opening day ceremony. Congratulations and good luck with your new yacht Randy.
Also congratulations to the winners of the LMVYC Spring Regatta I, Arnold
Christensen in the Thistle Class, Horst Weiler/Graham Newman in the AFleet, Bob Van Pelt/Pat Lueras in the B-Fleet, Bill Yount and Peter Tietz with
a tie in the C-Fleet. Not to be outdone by the racers, Thanks to our entries
in the Chili Cook-off following the race and all the great tasting Chili’s prepared. The winner was our Fleet Surgeon Cathie Willkie, congratulations.
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Friday April the 24th was the send-off for the Newport to Ensenada Race and
as we have done in the past, supporting NOSA with our clubs participation,
thanks to Rod and Audrey Simenz for working the Race Committee Starting
Line, Ed and Tami Rodriguez, Bud and Jewell Corning, and Cathie and myself working check-in boats.
The race got off to a very fast start and saw Doug Baker's Magnitude 80
break the race record for mono hulls late Friday night when it finished the
62nd Newport to Ensenada International Yacht Race at 10:37:50 p.m. in 10
hours 37 minutes 50 seconds---7 minutes 3 seconds faster than the record
for the 125.5-nautical mile race set by Roy E. Disney's Pyewacket III in
2003.
This last Saturday, April 25th was Lake Association Marine appreciation day.
It drew a very good crowd with nothing but happy faces all around. Once

again our club hosted sailboat rides to the Marines in attendance and I’d
like to thank Peter Tietz, Frank Fournier, and Willi Hugelshofer.
As for my staff, and me we have been out visiting other Yacht Clubs and
their opening day ceremonies and spreading the word and spirit from our
Lake Mission Viejo Yacht Club. Randy and Norma Tiffany, Peter Tietz
and Marilyn Haehn, and me and Cathie have been from Marina del Rey,
to Redondo Beach (King Harbor), to Long Beach to Newport Beach, and
now off to San Diego, Seal Beach, Alamitos Bay, and next Sunday
American Legion Yacht Club and end up at Long Beach Yacht Club.
Just to let you know that your Flag Officers are not just sitting around
with Mai Tai’s in hand floating on the lake enjoying all the happenings we
have.
Our up and coming events are something everyone should look forward
to and come out and support our Yacht Club, On Sunday May the 17th
we have our Spring Regatta II, followed on Saturday May 30th by our 2nd
annual Leukemia Cup Regatta.
The first Leukemia cup was a great success and we are looking forward
to a good turn out again. The LMVYC poker run is always a fun event
and we will have a club pontoon boats for members to participate on, so
don’t feel you have to have your own boat to get out and join in. If you
have any sponsors that would like to help out please contact our Junior
Staff Commodore Ron Meyer at 949-837-1197 or cell 949-233-1496, or
the committee chair Kathleen Ron at 949-600-6493 or cell 949-9104023.
Wednesday night sailing has started with Round Table Pizza following,
and we still are waiting for July to get here so we can start the Friday
night BBQ’s.
Remember the club is yours come out and enjoy our events and food
services.
See you at the lake,
Morrie Willkie
2009 LMVYC Commodore
949-581-JAWS that’s 949-581-5297

LMVYC C14.2 Fleet Bigger Than Ever! By VC Randy Tiffany

Lake Mission Viejo Yacht Club has added three “up-and-coming racers”
to the B-Fleet, all sailing Catalina Capri 14.2 sailboats. The newest
C14.2 sailors are Peter Teitz (Rear Commodore) & Marilyn Haehn
(Quartermaster), Rahamim Ron & Kathleen and Ted & Mia Ishikawa
(Club Photographers). These racers join venerable C14.2 sailors S/C
Tony Musolino, Allyn & Sue Edwards and Bob Van Pelt. The C14.2
Class & B Fleet Trophies will be hotly contested this year as they are all
excellent sailors!
The C14.2 Fleet is, once again, the largest one design class in all of
Lake Mission Viejo with a potential for six C14.2’s on the start line! The
Catalina 14.2 is the perfect combination of day sailing comfort and
racing performance for the active sailing family or couple. Stability and
easy handling make the 14.2 an ideal boat to learn in, while the
experienced skipper will enjoy the active one design racing class.
Speaking of which, the C14.2 Nationals will be held on Mission Bay,
hosted by Mission Bay Yacht Club, on Sept. 19 & 20th. LMVYC has
sent teams to the C14.2 Nationals in the recent past and they’ve come
home with Silver & Awards! You can see a couple of the past winners
pictures hanging in our Club Room.
Let’s encourage and support these new and old C14.2 sailors on their
quest for LMVYC sailing excellence in 2009 and beyond!

Spring Regatta 1 by Peter Tietz
The first spring regatta brought on mixed emotions from the 13 boats
that participated. Winds shifted over 180 degrees through out the day.
With the first race in almost calm conditions featuring a rare reverse
start. By the time the second race started winds had increased to where
at times they were over powering and the sailors used all their skill to
keep the boats upright. Fortunately the winds subsided and the racers
could concentrate on tactics during the third race. Arnold Christiansen
won the Thistle class. Horst Weiler captured the A fleet title with 3 first
place finishes. Bob Van Pelt also had 3 first place finishes in the B fleet
to capture top honors. Bill Yount won the hotly contested C fleet.
As with the racing the chili cook off featured everything from mild to wild.
9 contestants put their culinary skills to work to capture the prize for top
chef. Kathy Wilkie won by a narrow margin for top honors. A big thanks
goes out to all the competitors for this very successful event.

Sea Scouts on Lake Mission Viejo
By Peter Tietz
The Opening day color guard was once again made up of
members of Sea Scout Ship 90 “The Renegades “. They
returned because of the great hospitality of the club
members, good food and fun racing. After completing their
ceremonial duties the 7 members quickly changed
uniforms and got ready to race the club boats. The Sea
Scout training came in handy as they learned bailing is a
requirement on the Balboa 13s on a blustery day. Bringing
a change of dry clothes is also recommended for the team
that pushes the edge and tests the water temperature with
a capsize. Ruben Hipolito and Andrew Mayhugh faired
better with a 2nd place finish in the C Fleet. A few weeks
before our event Ruben had represented the Sea Scouts
in the Boy Scout Annual State of the Nation given to
President Obama. He was selected from over 3.5 million
scouts around the nation for this honor.
I had the opportunity to review their vessels at the Sea
Base Opening day in Newport Beach. They have a great
sail-training program with many types of vessels available.
The Renegade crew with some of the adult leaders
recently finished 1st in class in the first annual 69km
Border Run race aboard “Dare” a 60-foot sled. Be
prepared to see more of the scouts in the winner’s circle
as the sailing season gets into full swing.

Australia Trip report by Robert Van Pelt
Photos courtesy of Eric Van Pelt
I began this journey in Melbourne, Victoria to visit some friends and to
purchase my Aussie Rail Pass ($450US), which would be my principal
mode of transportation for the next several weeks. Of course the big
news in this state was the huge brush fire still burning out of control just
north of the city. It was still quite hot and dry with water rationing in effect
due to the severe drought. However, the city itself was not affected by
the fire except for the smoke and ash in the air. By taking advantage of
the excellent transportation system I was able to visit the Immigration
Museum, the Art Gallery, and the War Museum and did some shopping
at the Central Market, which I highly recommend.
After 4 days in Melbourne I boarded the train known as “the Overland”
for the 12-hour daylight trip to Adelaide in South Australia. This city is
most noted for its grid pattern of streets surrounded by parks. The
downtown area is divided by the meandering River Torrens, which was
almost dry this time of year. This was ironic as the state of Queensland
was almost impassable due to floods caused by the record rainfall. After
a few days of sightseeing I boarded “the Ghan” for the trip up north. The
Ghan is a famous transcontinental rail line in Australia, just completed in
standard gauge track in 2004. The original trail was only accessible via
camel trains operated by Afghan tribesmen. A narrow gauge track was
laid as far as Alice Springs in the 1800’s. The train itself was called the
Ghan, which is short for Afghan. The new line runs the full length of the
continent all the way up to Darwin. It’s an excellent way to travel in this
region without having to drive 1000’s of miles across the open desert,
dodging kangaroos, fording streams and getting run down by monstrous
road trains which make our 18 wheelers look small by comparison.
After arriving in Alice Springs I quickly discovered that the famous Ayres
Rock in Uluru was 100’s of miles out of town, so I booked a three-day
camping trip with a local operator versus renting my own car and risking
getting stuck by myself in the desert. Our first night out was my birthday
actually and to celebrate the event the
guide cooked a kangaroo
on the Bar-B, which I thought was pretty
special until I discover that
was going to be what we had for dinner
every night. Kangaroo is

the staple for the Aborigines and is actually quite tasty but a little dry and
gamy as they are shot in the wild versus farm raised.
Ayres Rock was quite magnificent, especially at night under the brilliant
star lit sky. I’ve never seen so many stars in the sky as there is absolutely
no development and subsequent lighting in the region for 100’s of miles. In
fact the US Air Force has a secret test facility in this desert due to its
remoteness. After four days in the area I again boarded the Ghan for the
next leg of the trip to Darwin in the Northern Territories.
Darwin is totally different than Alice Springs, which I discovered after an all
night train ride. I woke up to a tropical lush green landscape with lots of
freestanding water, mini waterfalls in the canyons and washed out roads.
The train was forced to reduce speed in some areas due to potential
flooding. The railroad ties in this region are all cement versus wood, as the
standard ties would not survive due prolific termites in this area. Twelvefoot high termite mounds dotted the landscape everywhere you looked.
Darwin itself was quite modern having been almost completely destroyed
by Cyclone Tracy in 1974. Darwin was also attacked in WW2 and there
are still a number of sunken ships in the harbor including a US destroyer.
The people in Darwin seem obsessed with saltwater crocodiles, which
apparently are a real threat. Two children were killed while I was there and
over 50 crocs were taken from the harbor itself. Dogs often go missing as
the crocodiles can sense their footsteps while submerged and attack
without warning. The adults know to stay at least 12 feet away from the
waters edge if crocodiles are known to be in the area. Due to the flooding
this year, crocodiles have been appearing in areas that are normally safe.
Kakadu National Park is only a short distance from Darwin and is not to be
missed if you are in the area. The park is immense, covering over 7,000
square miles of mostly wilderness. There are a few paved roads into the
park and access to the backcountry is limited to 4x4 trails and footpaths.
To explore this area I joined a tour group of backpackers led by a
professional guide with an 8-ton high
clearance 4x4 truck. Travis,
the guide, had lived with the Aborigines for
9 years and was well
versed in their ways. He showed us which
plants were safe to eat, we
sampled some green bottom ants which
tasted like mint candy, we

learned how to dig for sweet potatoes and how to make poison tipped
arrows and spears. The most useful skill however was how to silently
approach a billabong (water hole) in order to catch a glimpse of the bare
breasted mattress thrashers (aka German girls) that like to frolic in the
water the hot afternoon.
Despite their primitive appearance the Aborigines had a relatively
complex society with strict rules regarding health, tribal security, respect
for nature and marriage. They understood the value of back burning to
avoid catastrophic wild fires, the concept of replanting, hunting seasons
and when to look for crocodile eggs based on which stars were in the
sky. They even developed a complex chart used to determine which
tribes could marry in order to avoid inbreeding. Incest was punishable by
death. They may look primitive but these people have survived for over
20,000 years when left to their own ways. It was not until 1969 that the
Australian government granted the Aborigines human status having
been classified as fauna until that date. Kakadu is now managed by the
Aborigines themselves who have done an excellent job of maintaining
the park as a natural wilderness area.
After leaving Kakadu we boarded a small boat with our guide for a trip up
the Adelaide River to check out the saltwater crocodiles that inhabit this
area. We spotted our first one before leaving the dock but decided to
travel further upstream where the big ones were located. After about 30
minutes we stopped in a remote area and the guide began to slap the
water with an oar. In pretty short order we spotted the unmistakable back
of a large crocodile heading our way as the guide baited a line and
placed it overboard. With a giant leap the croc hit the bait and you could
hear the snap of his jaws as he tore it away. Another croc appeared and
the scene was repeated. These fellows were living up to their reputation
and every bit as big as the Nile crocodiles that I had seen in Africa. Back
at the dock we all compared the photos we had taken and I really wished
that I had packed a telephoto lens. As luck would have it I was able to
get even closer to one of these creatures later on. We finished the day
with a drink at the 303 Enfield Bar, which was a favorite hangout for
crocodile Dundee and his counterparts. The following morning at
daybreak I took the early flight to Cairns in northern Queensland.
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