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A colorful and traditional rite of passage
brought many people to Lake Mission Viejo
on Sunday, March 23rd as sailors celebrated
Opening Day of the sailing season. While the
sailing season never officially ends on Lake
Mission Viejo, Opening Day kicks off the
exciting spring and summer days of sailing for
many of our members. In addition to many of
our members attending the Opening Day
ceremony and Commodore’s Lunch, we had
the privilege of hosting visiting dignitaries from other SoCal Yacht
Clubs, Boy Scout Troop 1602, and Miss Noi Maeshige.
I want to extend a “Thank you” to everyone involved in making
the event a success, and a special acknowledgement to our event
chair, Frank Roberts, who worked diligently to make sure the
event went off smoothly. Our club is self-operating and
contributions from our members are critical and much appreciated.
I thank our members in advance for their contribution to our
events.

Theresa Buchman
Commodore 2014
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Willi Hugelshofer
By Horst Weiler

I met Willi in 1979, at then Lake
Mission Viejo Sailing Club. At the
time I was a dedicated big boat Ranger
33 cruiser and raced Cal 40 and Laser
29. Willi convinced me to join the
Sailing Club and start racing Dinghies.
I never went back to big boats.
At that time the Club had 36 Family
members and 30 boats raced almost
every other week. Willi became a
champion sailor and more so my best
sailing buddy for the last 34 years. We competed and sailed together. We traveled to represent LMVYC
from Santa Barbara to San Diego. We raced on inland lakes and out on the Ocean. In local events and
National Champion ships. But the adult Sabot relay race in the early years, from the dock around “A”
mark was one of Willi’s contribution. Also in 1987 Willi started the Wednesday Sunset sail.
We found, in Willi’s Finn, a brand new red starting line buoy he made ready for the 2014 season. Well,
when you see the buoy on Wednesdays, you know Willi is with us.
But the most important races Willi and I sailed was after the weekend Regatta’s last race. From the
Finish line, to the boat ramp with white water in front of our bows, pull out the boats and the winner was
the one with a beer in hand first.
PROST WILLI. You right, Dinghy racing is the best.
Willi Hugelshofer passed away March 5th, we miss you.
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Willi Hugelshofer - an Appreciation
Our beloved member Willi Hugelshofer passed away on March 5 from kidney cancer. His loss has
reminded us painfully of how much of an integral element he was of our yacht club and for many
members in their personal lives. The club extends to his beloved wife Susanna and his daughters
Daniela and Nicki, our heartfelt condolences.
Willi was truly the backbone of our club. He held us up straight and nourished us with his wisdom and
his humor; he adapted to new customs and kept the health of the club at the forefront with his dedication
to the affairs of the club. He was a charter member; one of the few intrepid sailors who back in 1978
decided our lake needed a sailing club. He and Horst Weiler and a few others initiated the way the club
would operate – a destination for competitive sailors with lots of social interaction without much expense
– a do it yourself principle that is still honored today. Taking care of the expense part, he was the first
and only treasurer the club has had. For over thirty four years he managed the books as the club grew.
At first membership grew rapidly, and then at one point membership dwindled down to about five
members, before it started to grow again. But because of Willi and those few others who kept the flags
flying on the race course and enjoyed the good times off the water, membership started to flourish again
and we have the gem of a club we have today.
Every Board of Directors through all the years has had the privilege of his counsel on club affairs. His
was the voice that guided us to the proper course of action but it was always done in such an
unassuming manner and often with just a quiet comment that it cleared up any confusion about the right
course to follow. He was tolerant of an occasional “big spender” for our social events and a gentle
caution from him kept us solvent. As the club grew bigger and the opportunity arose to join SCYA, US
Sailing, and AOCYC, he was always enthusiastic with the club’s progression into the bigger world of
sailing seeing it as an opportunity for all our sailors to experience different and competitive sailing
venues.
But Willi was first and foremost a racing sailor. He had an impressive sailing reputation in South Africa
where he moved with Susanna from his native Switzerland where he had first sailed. In Mission Viejo he
raced every regatta and every Wednesday afternoon here on the lake and on many days just by himself
or with Susanna. With Willi at the helm his Finn was practically unbeatable and when he was outraced
his good humored laugh could be heard across the water and believe me if you could beat Willi to the
weather mark you had bragging rights for the week! I don’t think I ever saw or heard him lose his cool
when he sailed – he was the epitome of the Corinthian sailor – he knew and respected the racing rules
and saw them as the only way for fair competition. On the rare occasions a protest committee was
needed, Willi was the one you sought out for advice. He was helpful and tolerant with new sailors and
patient with the old timers when they inadvertently fouled him on the race course. He’d chuckle and get
on with the race. He won our Top Skipper Award so some years his name is all over the trophy and ditto
the Club Championship “A” fleet trophy. He raced his Finn on Wednesday Sunset sails and when he
was near the finish line, while the rest of us ploughed through the water to finish, he’d amuse himself by
sailing his boat backwards until we all caught up with him and the next race could start.
Willi sailed because he loved the sport. He sailed with joy and for pleasure, and if ever a man was one
with his boat as he wove his way through the water it was Willi.
Dear Willi, how we’ll miss you.
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LAKE MISSION VIEJO YACHT CLUB CONTACTS
Flag Officers
Commodore:

Theresa Buchman

(949) 916-2469

commodore@lmvyc.org

Vice Commodore:

Jeffrey Murdy

(949) 630-2278

vice-commodore@lmvyc.org

Rear Commodore:

Ed Rodriguez

(949) 400-1493

rear-commodore@lmvyc.org

Jr. Staff Commodore:

Frank Roberts

(949) 830-9182

jr-staff-commodore@lmvyc.org

Treasurer:

Arnold Christensen

(949) 768-5653

treasurer@lmvyc.org

Secretary:

Mia Ishikawa

(310) 634-5216

secretary@lmvyc.org

Race Chair:

Rod Simenz

(949) 462-0838

race-chair@lmvyc.org

Port Captain:

Frank Fournier

(949) 462-3282

port-captain@lmvyc.org

Hospitality Chair:

open

Club Officers

hospitality-chair@lmvyc.org

Commodore Appointees
Newsletter Editor:

Arnold Christensen

(949) 768-5653

newsletter@lmvyc.org

Quartermaster:

Kevin Peyatt

(949) 589-2485

quartermaster@lmvyc.org

Web Site:

Arnold Christensen

(949) 768-5653

webmaster@lmvyc.org

Web Site co-chair:

Roger Robison

(949) 855-8094

webmaster@lmvyc.org

Measurer:

Horst Weiler

(714) 402-4439

measurer@lmvyc.org

Trophy Chair:

Robert VanPelt

(949) 488-2989

trophy-chair@lmvyc.org

Club Photographers:

Ted & Mia Ishikawa

(310) 634-5216

photographer@lmvyc.org

Historian/Protocol:

Audrey Simenz

(949) 462-0838

historian@lmvyc.org

Merchandise Chair:

open

Junior Program Chair:

Rod Simenz

(949) 462-0838

race-chair@lmvyc.org

Jr. Commodore:

Bella Murdy

(949) 630-2278

jr-commodore@lmvyc.org

Jr. Vice Commodore:

Erik Ponti

(714) 855-8200

jr-vice-commodore@lmvyc.org

Jr. Secretary/Treasurer:

Alexandra Murdy

(949) 630-2278

jr-secretary@lmvyc.org

Jr. Fleet Captain:

Tyler Peyatt

(949) 589-2485

jr-fleet-captain@lmvyc.org

Sailing Instructor:

Horst Weiler

(714) 402-4439

sailing-instructor@lmvyc.org

Balboa 13:

Guy Heaton

(949) 202-6615

balboa-13@lmvyc.org

Sabot:

Rod Simenz

(949) 462-0838

sabots@lmvyc.org

Capri 14.2

Peter Tietz

(619) 757-3915

capri-14.2@lmvyc.org

Expo 14.2:

Bill Yount

(949) 837-0556

capri-14.2K@lmvyc.org

C-15:

Horst Weiler

(714) 402-4439

c15@lmvyc.org

Thistle:

Ron Meyer

(949) 837-1197

thistle@lmvyc.org

Wayfarer:

Randy Tiffany

(949) 830-0826

wayfarer@lmvyc.org

merchandise@lmvyc.org

Fleet Captains

Volunteers Keep LMVYC Sailing Along!
There are quite a few volunteers that pitch in to make LMVYC Regattas enjoyable and memorable each and every month. I
hope you will consider volunteering to help at one or more of the events this year!
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LMVYC 2014 Sailing & Events Schedule
Installation 2014 Officers and Board
Sun. Jan. 12
The Wine Artist
Members & Annual Awards Dinner
Tune-Up Regatta
Sun. Jan. 26
Practice Races
SCYA Midwinter Regatta
Sat. Feb. 15
Food and beverages after sailing-Clubroom
Wednesday Night Sunset Sailing
Wed. Mar. 12 Informal Sailing starting approx. 4:30pm
begins
Opening Day Ceremonies and
Sun. Mar. 23
Commodore’s Brunch, Food and beverages
Opening Day Regatta
after sailing
UPCOMING EVENTS
Spring Regatta I
Sun. April 27 Food and beverages after sailing-Clubroom
Spring Regatta II
Sun. May 18 Food and beverages after sailing-Clubroom
Summer Regatta
Sun. June 22 Food and beverages after sailing-Clubroom
Friday Night Sunset Sails & BYO
Fri. June 27
Sail 4:30pm, Dinner 6:30-7pm-Club picnic
BBQ begins
area - Every Other Week
Balboa 13 Club Championship
Sun. July 27
Food and beverages after sailing-Clubroom
Junior Regatta I
Sun. Aug. 10
Food and beverages after sailing-picnic area
LMVYC 37th Annual Regatta
Sun. Aug. 24
Food and beverages after sailing-picnic area
Friday Night Sunset Sails & BYO
Fri. Sept. 5
Sail 4:30pm, Dinner 6:30-7pm-Club picnic
BBQ ends
area
Fall Regatta
Sun. Sep. 21 Food and beverages after sailing-picnic area
Junior Regatta II
Sun. Oct. 5
Food and beverages after sailing-picnic area
Team Challenge Regatta
Sat. Oct. 11
Pancake Breakfast before Regatta-Clubroom
Top Skipper Championship
Sun. Oct. 26
By Invitation of the Commodore
Wednesday Night Sunset Sailing
Wed. Oct. 29 Informal Sailing starting approx. 4:30pm
ends
Wednesday Walk Around the Lake Wed. Nov. 5 Meet at Market at the Lake at 6:00pm
begins
Turkey Regatta followed by
Sun. Nov. 9
Annual Meeting 4:30pm-Clubroom. All
LMVYC Annual Meeting
members invited. Food and beverages.
Christmas Party & Parade of Lights
Sat. Dec. 6
5:00PM Admin Building
Installation 2015 Officers and Board
TBD
Location to be Determined
Members & Annual Awards Dinner

Watch for Monthly flyer by e-mail
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Morrie Sails to the top
On January 18 of this year
about one hundred and
thirty members of the
Southern California Yachting
Association gathered to
celebrate the installation of
its officers for 2014.
Heading the list was Morrie
Willkie, who as Commodore
will lead this organization of
97 yacht clubs locate
throughout
Southern
California, Arizona and
Nevada. This caps a very
busy six year journey of volunteer effort in yacht clubs and sailing organizations including
key positions in the Association of Orange County Yacht Clubs, Newport Ocean Sailing
Association as well as SCYA. Morrie served as Commodore of Lake Mission Viejo Yacht
Club in 2009, he then worked his way up to Chairman of the SCYA Midwinter Regatta
2010. Next he became a Director of SCYA in 2011, Rear Commodore SCYA 2012 and Vice
Commodore SCYA 1013.
Most likely this will be the busiest year yet for Morrie as he directs the SCYA mission to
support and promote amateur and recreational sailing; foster local, regional, national and
international yachting competition; coordinate race schedules and conduct seminars; and
provide training and education on race management and safety at sea.
Let’s all support his efforts at the helm of SCYA wherever and whenever we can
throughout 2014.

Rod Simenz
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SCYA Midwinter Regatta
February was the Southern California Yachting
Association’s 85th Annual Midwinter Regatta held
on the 15th and 16th of the month. Peter Tietz of
our club was in charge of the entire event for
SCYA, it took place at 22 yacht clubs and attracted
583 entries. Congratulation to Peter for doing a
great job, he and his committee had been working
on it since last May. LMVYC was a host venue and
had 14 entries with about 20 racers on a warm
sunny day with light winds. The fickle winds made
for some extremely close racing for the skippers
and crew that ventured out on the lake. In the
Capri 14.2 class each of the skippers took a first
place in at least one race and 2 points was the difference between 1st and 3rd place, with the win going
to Jr. Staff Commodore Frank Roberts.
In the highly competitive Expo 14.2 class, first place was determined by a tie breaker with Frank Fournier
beating our junior skipper Aidan Cornforth and dad Andrew for the win in the 6 boat fleet.
In the 7 Boat Portsmouth A fleet Guy Heaton
easily won with 3 first place finishes. Aidan
Cornforth won the Portsmouth B class by one
point in this fleet of 7 boats. Check LMVYC.org for
complete results.

The usual midafternoon break at East Beach
featured a few unwelcome guests. Several AA
geese (annoying and aggressive) kept waddling up
to the picnic tables looking for handouts and had
to be repeatedly driven away. Lake management
is aware that the geese are a big problem and will
be trying some new methods of dealing with them
this season.
The Club Room was the scene for trophy presentation and after race hospitality. About 40 participants
enjoyed pots of chicken tortilla and meat ball soups, Caesar salad, and finished with cheese cake and
fresh strawberries for dessert.
Rod Simenz
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What’s New with Junior Sailing? A CFJ Sloop and Two Sabots!
The roster of our up and coming LMVYC high school sailors includes Arya Jemal, Ali and Bella Murdy,
Tyler Peyatt, Erik Ponti, Rafael Pintor, and James Talay. They are expected to be joined by other
members of the Santa Margarita High School sailing team as they gain more sailing and racing
experience. By the way, the SMHS sailing team is a first time ever at the school and was started by Ali
and Bella with a huge effort from their Mom CeCe.
The plan for the LMVYC’s high school sailing
program has been to acquire two CFJ sailboats,
then practice hard during the spring and summer
and join Pacific Coast Interscholastic Sailing
Association (PCISA) in time to participate in their
2014/2015 season that starts in September. The
CFJ is a double handed boat used in PCISA high
school competition in California, where regattas
typically draw 60 of the boats with as many as 150
high school sailors to race them in various classes.
Suitable used CFJ’s are available in the $1200 to
$1500 price range so we needed to raise about
$3000 fast. I decided to explore sailing foundations
that fund junior sailing and sent a grant proposal to the John B and Nelly Llanos Kilroy Foundation. They
were willing to provide some funding however they can, by law only give to organizations that have a
501 (C) (3) status with the IRS. We don’t have that yet, but Arnold Christensen, Audrey Simenz and I are
working on it. In the meantime the junior program has received a check for $1000 from Mr. and Mrs.
Kilroy. We also have raised over $400 from book sales.* These funds enabled us to purchase our first
CFJ at a cost of $1200. The boat was quarantined for 30 days then launched on March 10. Guy Heaton
began coaching two of our high school sailors the same day. We are working to raise enough money to
buy a second CFJ, through additional book sales and more donations from other sources.
Mr. Kilroy has also supported our club’s junior program by making a recommendation to Matt Schultz,
President of Life Sail, to check with us to see if we could use any of the boats he had on hand. This
resulted in LMVYC acquiring two Naples Sabots. While both Sabots are well used, the hulls are in
excellent shape, and one is full race rigged and the two sails are in better condition than most of our
present practice sails. Refurbishment is in progress and these two boats are an excellent addition to the
Club’s Junior Program.
Rod Simenz
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SuperSoCalRagnarlisticexpialidocious
The Southern California Ragnar Relay Race is a
team race from Huntington Beach to San Diego.
Teams consist of twelve people, six in each van.
Van 1 starts the race, runs six legs then they hand
off to Van 2 who completes the next six legs. This
goes on for 36 legs that total 195 miles.
Arnold Christensen joined our team as an alternate
when we had one member drop out. I was on last
year’s team and signed up again for this year’s
event. The route changed quite a bit from last year
so we were able to run through Orange County a
lot more. In fact my first leg had me run right past
where I live on Aliso Creek Trail.
Van 1 started at 5:30am in Huntington Beach. After their first six legs were done, they handed off to
Van 2 at The Great Park. We agreed the only thing great about it is it is NOT an international
airport!
My first leg started in Foothill Ranch and ended in the Saddleback Church parking lot. The run up
and over Glenn Ranch road was fun and was the highest point during Ragnar at 1141 feet above sea
level.
Arnold took over on his leg as our fifth runner starting in
Wood Canyon, Aliso Viejo. He had a tough uphill start
with a finish at the park on Crown Valley in Laguna
Niguel. Stomach butterflies were chased away as he
crossed over his finish line and handed off to our anchor
runner. She ran the final leg for the van which ended at
Doheny State Beach, where Van 2 took over.
After a nice dinner in San Clemente, we continued our
drive down to Oceanside where we slept for a few hours
right on the beach while we waited for Van 1. Van 1
runner arrived at about 11:30PM where our first runner
took off. We ran inland into the Vista area where my
second leg took me on a nice uphill, then downhill run
where I handed off just as a light rain started to fall.

(Continued)
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SuperSoCalRagnarlisticexpialidocious
We continued our journey down to our hand off spot in Carlsbad where we met Van 1 for their third
and final leg at around 4AM. After a coffee and bite to eat, we set off for Torrey Pines Glider Port
where we could catch a couple hours sleep before starting our final leg.
Two hours rest goes by fast after you have been up most of the night. So, we got up around 8AM or
so to get ready. The sixth runner from Van 1 made the exchange at about 9:30AM and we started the
final six legs that would take us to the San Diego Convention Center and the finish line!
Our next six legs traversed through La Jolla and wound down into downtown San Diego where we
met up with Van 1 and its six runners for a reunion and dash across the finish line where our medals
and a couple free beers awaited us.
Our team finished in 33 hours, 12 minutes, 13 seconds. But, time really does not matter. What
mattered was we finished an incredible race and had fun doing it.

So what is “SuperSoCalRagnarlisticexpialidocious”? It is our team name. (♪♫ Even though the smell
of us is really quite atrocious ♫♪)

Frank Roberts
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Classified Ads
FOR SALE
1970 Olympic Class FINN & Zeiman Trailer

Olympic Class Finn with spars used in 1972 Olympics for sale! Fresh paint, new control lines & racing cleats, three sails including VICTORY racing sail. Ready for racing! Make offer!
Randy.tiffany@cox.net (949)830-3577

Capri-14.2 for Sale.

Must see!! Bristol condition. Ready to race.
Two suits of sails. Trailer. New blue canvas
cover. New running rigging. Boat has been
dried stored and covered always.
Price: $2,100.00, including trailer. Call Steve –
626-449-4521 x 228 or email to:
swreed@reedbrownlaw.com
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FOR SALE
1984 Olympic Finn which was sailed in the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles, CA
She is in excellent condition.
I have added "Non skid" to the side decks
I have added "Non Skid" to the aft deck
Olympic Logo on the aft deck
Two new buoyancy bags in the fore peak
Sea-Deck floor mats installed
New Smith- Multi Sport Trailer
Bolt-on retractable trailer jack
Mast support system for transporting
One (1) Aluminum Needlespar-Black Top- Mast
One (1) Tim Willit- NZ Carbon Fiber- Mast
Three (3) good working sails
Fully rigged- Harken Blocks
Ratchet Tie-Down Straps
I would like to get $4,000.00 for the package, but I am open to negotiating
any reasonable offer.
Free delivery to the Los Angeles -San Diego area.
Contact: Fon Koot: fonkoot@yahoo.com or 623-476-2713

WANTED
skipper (crew) for 2014 regatta Racing season, C-14.2 in excellent condition and ready to take on the fleet. Available for use please contact Graham
at gjmhe@sbcglobal.net

14

Lake Mission Viejo Yacht Club is located at 33 38’ N 117 38W
Member of US Sailing

Lake Mission
Viejo Yacht club

Member of Southern California Yachting
Association

22555 Olympiad Road
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
Member of Association of Orange Coast
Yacht Clubs

(949)770-1313 ext. 308
E-mail: commodore@lmvyc.org

LMVYC Celebrates
37 Years of Competitive
Dinghy Racing

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed
by the things that you didn't do than by the ones you
did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the
safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.
--Mark Twain

Membership in Lake Mission Viejo Yacht Club
Membership is open to all members of the Lake Mission Viejo Association or admission as a guest
of an Association member. Non LMVA applicant approval is on a limited basis. Access to the lake is
restricted to association members and their guests.
A Membership Application along with dues information can be found at www.lmvyc.org/About.

Lake Mission Viejo Yacht Club conducts monthly Regattas from March through November. Other
sailing opportunities exist throughout the year including informal “pick up” races on Wednesday
evenings followed by informal get-together at Round Table Pizza and summer “raft ups” followed by
BYO-BBQs in July & August. See our 2014 Sailing Schedule inside for details.
No boat? No problem! LMVYC has 6 sabots, 7 Balboa 13’s, Expo 14.2’s & C14.2K boats available
for your sailing enjoyment! Free lessons are also provided to new members by appointment
throughout the summer. Contact our sailing instructor.
In the true sense of Corinthian sailing, our goal at LMVYC is to promote sailing, to encourage good
fellowship among yachtsmen afloat and ashore, and to introduce non-boat owning amateur sailors
young and old to the sport of sailing. Informal sailing lessons are provided free of charge to new
members.

Share this News & Invitation to Join LMVYC with a Friend!
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