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Mark Your Calendars! 

 

¶ March 11ñWednesday Night Sailing 

begins  

¶ Sunday, March 29ñ Opening Day 

Ceremonies & Regatta 

¶ Sunday, April 26ñSpring Regatta I 
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Jeff Murdy, Commodore 2015 

 

Welcome to 2015! 

Welcome back LMVYC Members! 
 

W elcome back to a place where 

you can feel the chill of the 

wind, the warmth of the sun, and 

enjoy the conversation of good friends. Wow, I canôt 

tell you how excited I am to be your Commodore and 

lead our Yacht Club in 2015. Leadership to me means 

caring for each and everyone of our members. It 

means trying to provide an environment that is safe, 

fun, competitive, social, but above all, one that as a 

member you look forward to being a part of a very 

special place. Our leadership team has committed this 

year to working behind the scene to make every event 

special and I want to thank each and everyone - Vice 

Commodore Ed Rodriguez, Rear Commodore Tamra 

Nicklin, Jr. Staff Commodore Theresa Buchman, 

Treasurer Arnold Christensen, Secretary Mia 

Ishikawa, Race Committee Chair Rod Simenz, Port 

Captain Frank Fornier, and Quartermaster Kevin 

Peyatt.  

We are still looking for a Hospitality Chair - 

I encourage all who want to help - jump into the water 

- it's warm and inviting. I also want to acknowledge 

Audrey Simenz for her experience and genuine  

(continued) 
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 From the Bridge, Continued 

dedication to our club and itôs members. Thank-you in advance for allowing me 

to lean on you while I navigate in uncharted waters. 

We have a huge Regatta line up this year - weôll keep our standard races, but I 

am going to task our Race Committee Chair (shhhh - Rod doesnôt know yet) to 

mix it up and push our sailors to their limits - letôs test your skills and celebrate 

our wins!  

Wind, we canôt sail without it.  

Dictionary.com defines wind as air in natural motion, as that moving 

horizontally at any velocity along the earthôs surface. 

My definition is simple. I define wind as grace, power, and peace all wrapped 

up into something that cannot be seen, but enjoyed. A feeling that leaves us 

hungry and craving for move, a fear that tests our ability to survive, or a smile 

that we remember for life - the reason we sail. 

Welcome 2015. Welcome home members. Welcome back to the best little lake 

this side of the Atlantic Coast. I also want to take an opportunity to welcome 

new friends. If by chance you have found yourself on a well designed web site 

that intrigues you to get back out on the water, or something out of reach and 

outside of your comfort zone - welcome. Special thanks to Arnold for designing 

our web site that we can all be proud of and enjoy! 

And lastly, I would like to leave you with a quote that I hope inspires 

everything you want out of life:  

ñTwenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you 

didnôt do than by the ones you did. So throw off the bowlines, sail away 

from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. 

Discover.ò (Mark Twain) 
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Redesigned Website, by Arnold Christensen 

By now I hope you have all had the opportunity to explore our newly 

redesigned website (still at lmvyc.org of course).  

The old website was becoming more and more difficult to maintain so an 

exploration was begun for new and more modern design methodologies that 

would be easier to update. This lead to a template that looked promising and, 

after some modifications, became the basis of the new design.  

The template utilizes ñcascading style sheetsò which are the style definitions 

on which all the pages and individual elements are based. Advantage? Any 

future design modifications (none too soon, please!) can be accomplished by 

changing the style sheets; changes will then propagate to all the associated 

pages to keep a consistent appearance throughout the site. The old site would 

have required making the changes individually to dozens of pages; a time-

consuming and error-prone task at best.  

From the userôs perspective: As with anything new, it may take a little 

getting used to but I hope you find the look and feel of the new design to be 

more modern and easy to navigate. All the same information from the old site 

should still be there; it has just been consolidated, rearranged or, in the case of 

photo albums, hosted on our FaceBook Page (here) with links from our 

website. (FaceBook membership not required.) 

One of the coolest new features of the site is the ability to update your personal 

calendars with event dates so you will never miss another regatta. To do so, 

simply click on the small calendar icon          next to an event date. You will 

then be given the option to download that event into your Outlook, Google, 

iCal, Yahoo or Hotmail Calendar. 

As with any project of this size, there may be some errors or omissions despite 

all efforts to avoid them. If you encounter any issues, please send a short email 

to webmaster@lmvyc.org.  

By the wayé Be sure to also peruse the Mission Viejo Youth Sailing 

Foundationôs website at: http://arnoldlc.wix.com/mvyouthsailing 

http://www.lmvyc.org/
http://www.lmvyc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lake-Mission-Viejo-Yacht-Club/121214574593145
http://arnoldlc.wix.com/mvyouthsailing
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At the January Awards & Installation dinner, retiring /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΣ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ .ǳŎƘƳŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ wŀŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊ wƻŘ {ƛƳŜƴȊ ƎŀǾŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΣ ȅŜŀǊ-ƭƻƴƎ CƭŜŜǘ 
/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ hŶŎŜǊǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнΦ 
¢ƘǊŜŜ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ {ŀōƻǘ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ hƭǎƻƴΦ  
!ǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

CƭŜŜǘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊƛŜǎ  
! CƭŜŜǘ        мǎǘ  Dǳȅ IŜŀǘƻƴ     
                     нƴŘ !ǊƴƻƭŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ  
                     оǊŘ  IƻǊǎǘ ²ŜƛƭŜǊ  
. CƭŜŜǘ       мǎǘ  tŜǘŜǊ ¢ƛŜǘȊ     
                     нƴŘ CǊŀƴƪ wƻōŜǊǘǎ 
                     оǊŘ  WŜũ .ǳŎƘƳŀƴ 
/ CƭŜŜǘ       мǎǘ  bƛŎƻƭŜ {ƛƎƘƛŀǊǘŀǳ 
                     нƴŘ .Ŝƭƭŀ aǳǊŘȅ 
                     оǊŘ  !ƭƛ aǳǊŘȅ 
hƴŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ   9ȄǇƻ мпΦн    
                       мǎǘ!ƛŘŀƴ /ƻǊƴŦƻǊǘƘ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 
{ŀōƻǘ {ŀƛƭƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜ {ǘŜƎŀƭƭ 
WǊΦ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ  aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ YŀǊƭ tƻƴǝ 
WǊΦ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ  aƻǎǘ LƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ  aƻƭƭȅ DƭŀŎƪƛƴ 

¢ŜŀƳ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΥ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳ  Dǳȅ IŜŀǘƻƴ- /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 

       !ƭƭȅƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ         WŜũ .ǳŎƘƳŀƴ 
       Wǳƭƛǳǎ {ƛƎƘƛŀǊǘŀǳΣ   .ƛƭƭ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 
       bƛŎƻƭŜ {ƛƎƘƛŀǊǘŀǳ όWwΦύ 
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 The 86th Annual SCYA Midwinter Regatta 

Lake Mission Viejo Venue 

by Rod Simenz 

LMVYC was one of the 24 venues that in combination hosted over 100 classes. 

Here at the lake we had Portsmouth A and B and Naples Sabot A and B classes. 

There were sixteen entries. So what kind of day was it? One of the best. My 

relationship with SCYA Midwinter Regattas began when I raced my Cal 25 in 

1968 at Long Beach and then continued to participate either sailing my own 

boat or crewing on other boats for the next 30 years. After that I was involved 

on Midwinter Regatta race committees for 14 years. What I learned from all 

those years is that the weather is seldom good. February is the rainiest month of 

the year so you know that many of the regattas were sailed on rainy, even 

stormy days. Other times they have sailed in heat waves and no wind or heat 

waves and Santana winds. But here at the lake on Saturday February 21, 

conditions were near ideal.  There was a strong breeze, with occasional gusts to 

about 14 mph and fewer shifts than normal.  

The entries were such that to balance 

classes, two Capri 14.2 boats raced in 

Portsmouth A.  Capri 14.2s  have always 

raced Portsmouth B so that was a first. Not 

good news for the Portsmouth A regulars, 

as Frank Roberts won all three races in his 

Capri 14.2.  But not by much, Frank edged 

Horst Weiler by 7 seconds in race two and 

by 3 seconds in race three. Mark Glackin sailing his Thistle was in the mix too. 

He finished in second place in the first race, 13 seconds ahead of Horst.  

In Portsmouth B, Tony Musolino caught four CFJ skippers asleep at the first 

start and went on to take first place by a comfortable margin.  Bill Yount and 

crew Karl Ponti won the second race, James Talay with sister Jaden as crew 

won the third race. Bill Yount placed second in that race just 5 seconds ahead of 

Molly Glackin  and her sister Micaela.  Bill ended the day first over all.  
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The 86th Annual SCYA Midwinter Regatta (continued) 

 

Seven of our juniors sailed Sabots in the regatta, thatôs the largest number I can 

recall. Wind was on the strong side for the eight foot Sabots, but they all 

handled it well and enjoyed some speedy racing. In Sabot A class, Aidan 

Cornforth won first place with a score of 5 points, followed by Nicole 

Sighiartau  with 6 points.  Aidan, Nicole and Cheyenne Stegall  each won one 

of the races.  Eric Lara in Sabot B scored two firsts, including a finish just two 

seconds ahead of Lisa Ponti who placed second overall. Midwinter Regatta 

trophies are always presented by a representative from SCYA. This year the 

trophies were awarded at our club by SCYA  Junior Staff Commodore  and 

LMVYC Staff Commodore  Morrie Willkie. Complete results are posted on 

the club website.  

Arnold Christensen has developed a new scoring system that is easier to use 

than the Sail Wave program we used  previously. He brought his lap top 

computer aboard the race committee boat for a trial run to record finish times 

as they occur.  The plan is to have a computer aboard in future races so data 

can be entered during the races and thus speed up availability of final race 

results. 

After the race more than forty participants and guests were treated to chicken 

tortilla soup and vegetable beef soup prepared by Audrey Simenz  and a tasty 

colorful salad  by Daniella Sighiartau.   

http://www.lmvyc.org/
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Junior Sailors Doing Well in Competition off the Lake  
by Rod Simenz 

 

 

Last year saw many of our junior sailors traveling to regattas to compete with  
juniors at other yacht clubs. In prior years the thirty day quarantine due to 
quagga mussel control was an issue when we took our boats to race at other 
clubs. This is somewhat less of a problem now for two reasons. First other 
clubs allow us to sail their boats and second we now have sufficient club 
owned boats that the thirty day quarantine doesnôt have the same  impact on 

our junior sailing program that it once did.  

Congratulations to all of the Clubôs juniors that represented LMVYC  so well. 
Not just in their fine racing performance, but in their sportsmanship, playing 
by the rules and appropriate conduct while visiting other clubs. It was my 
pleasure to be at most of the regattas that our youngsters participated in and to 
watch them race.  Thatôs when I was made aware, that not all juniors were well 
behaved.  In several  instances,  there were juniors from other clubs that were  
warned or disciplined for  rudeness, rowdiness or excessive  goofing off.  

Thanks LMVYC  juniors, you make us proud, keep it up. 

There are many opportunities  for our junior racers to compete at other clubs, 
so in 2015  I hope we are able to not only revisit the events sailed in 2014,  but 
add  a few regattas  in the San Diego area.  Also, we want to have additional 
juniors from our club join in the fun and participate in these off the Lake 

experiences in the coming racing season.                                                      

A recap of  LMVYC  junior racing  at other clubs in 2014 appears on the 

following page. 
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Jun Dana West YC Annual Charity 

Regatta 

Ali Murdy 2nd Sabot Class 

Aidan Cornforth 3rd     ñ        ñ 

Tyler Peyatt Laser Class 

BCYC Leukemia Cup Ali & Bella Murdy CFJ  Class 

Jul Lido Isle YC All Girl Regatta Lisa Ponti Sabot  C3 

Ali & Bella Murdy CFJ tied for 1st
 

Lido Isle YC Mid Summer 

Regatta 

Erik Ponti, Ali Murdy 

Lisa Ponti 

CFJ  Class 

4th  Pl. Sabot 

(17 entries) 

Sept Newport Harbor 

YC 

Fall Gold Cup Jaden Talay Sabot Class 

(two 4th place 

finishes, 25 

entries) 

Oct Lido Isle YC Halloween 

Regatta 

Nicole Sighiartau 4th  in Sabot 

(29 entries) 

Dana Point YC Charity Regatta Tyler Peyatt Laser Class 

Dec Lido Isle  YC Holiday Cup Jaden Talay 3rd  in  Sabot 

(14 entries) 

Lisa Ponti 6th  in Sabot 

Karl Ponti 2nd  Tera Class 

(14 entries) 

Junior Sailors Doing Well (continued) 

http://www.lmvyc.org/
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2015 Thistle Midwinters 

by Guy heaton 

2015 Thistle Midwinters West was held at Mission Bay Yacht Club this past 
Super Bowl weekend.  Club members Ron Meyer, Guy Heaton along with 
Cameron Meyer sailed Ronôs new Thistle 2786 at the annual event.  Activates 
started Wednesday with boat measurements and weigh in.  Ronôs new boat is 2 
lbs underweight so we added some lead to make her class legal and get us on 
the water for practice that afternoon.  The Thistle Class sponsored video of the 
practice starts and races of the day out in front of the club.  Sailmakers and 
Top skippers reviewed the videos on a projection screen during dinner and 
handed out advice and tips to help build the fleets skills. Sailors from all over 
the map showed up for this event.  New Jersey, being the farthest and a pair of 
boats trailered in from Chicago.  The largest bulk of the competition stemmed 
from the Pacific Northwest.  One of the teams from Puget Sound brought 
down 6 dozen fresh oysters that he had raised to share with all the competitors.  
2786 still needed some tuning on the rigging, but we were looking competitive 

none the less. 

Thursday started with a 3 knot wind to get us out to the race course off of 
Pacific Beach out in the ocean.  The wind shifted 90 degrees over the first hour 
as we waited for the wind to build.  It finally shifted another 180 degrees 
before it completely disappeared after another 2 hours.  The scheduled three 
races out in the ocean were scrapped and the fleet was towed back inside 
overcast Mission Bay. We were able to do some racing late in the afternoon, 
coming in 10th out of 23 boats.  The second race started with a pair of General 
Recalls in a decent breeze before the fleet was stopped dead in the water 
around the weather mark leading to the cancellation of the rest of the dayôs 

races. 

The PRO wisely made the decision to run Fridayôs races inside Mission Bay in 

on/off rain showers.  We were seeded in the Championship Division against  
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2015 Thistle Midwinters, Continued 

 

some really outstanding sailors. We were able to finally get in three windward/
leeward races in light-air conditions that afternoon, with finishes of 8, 7 and 
11.  It was tough to judge our finish order during the racing as all 23 boats 
from both fleets sailed together on the same course and starts, but were scored 
separately.  Not a bad day considering the 3 of us had only sailed together once 

on the lake. 

The sun finally decided to make an appearance Saturday morning and while 
the forecast was again dismal the normal sea breeze decided it finally wanted 
to play allowing for four more races in fairly normal shifty 8-12 knot Mission 
Bay conditions. Finishing 6, 11, 10 and 4th. for the dayôs racing left us on a 
high note as we were able to round the weather mark first in the final race.  
Not too bad for a broken spinnaker halyard cleat that we had to hold up by 
hand all day long and forgetting to put the centerboard down on the 11th.  We 

were able to move up one spot to 9th overall for the regatta. 

Mission Bay Yacht Club along with the PRO hosted an amazing regatta 
considering the overall tough conditions for the week.  The extra time off the 
water with our fellow Thistlers was spent swapping tips and tricks as well as 
some tall tales.  Good times were had by all and looking forward to the next 
big regatta off the lake.  Drop your masts and pack up your sails to join us for 

the Pacific Coast Championships in Long Beach in the coming months. 

(Photos used with permission from Photobook.us. More here.  
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