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Mark Your Calendars! 

§ Wednesday Sailing Starts  

      March 14 

§ Opening Day  March 18 

§ Chili Cook Off  April 22 

§ Spring regatta 2  May 19 
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The Main Sheet 

From The Bridge 

 
Welcome to the 2018 Lake Mission Viejo Yacht 
Club yachting season.  

  

First of all, let me say that itôs an honor and privi-
lege to serve as your Commodore. I am very for-
tunate to have a talented slate of Officers to work 
with that will serve the club well in 2018 and for 
years to come.  I look forward to the adventure. 

 

Wow, we already have two events under our belts and the fleet looks to 
be as strong as ever.  Iôve noticed the Skippers are getting serious, 
breaking out new sets of sails and tuning up rigs.  It looks like the ma-
kings of a competitive racing season. 

 

We at LMVYC are very fortunate.  We have one of the best venues in 
Southern California.  True, our winds may be fickle, but it just makes us 
that much better when we venture elsewhere. The views are spectacular, 
with the sun glistening off the windows of the homes across the lake and 
Saddleback looming in the background.  You would be hard pressed to 
find a nicer place to spend the day.  

So, come join us!  I would encourage all of you to take a look at our cal-
endar and make it a point to attend as many of the events as possible.   
Even if you canôt participate in the regattas, come to the festivities after-
ward for good food, company and Corinthian spirit. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at our Opening Day Ceremonies and Re-
gatta to officially open the new season. 

 

Until then, smooth sailing, 

 

Emmet Rixford 

Commodore 2018 
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LMVYC Finishes Off The Year 
 

Over 50 members shared the 
holiday season at  our annu-
al holiday party. Guests 
brought their favorite appetiz-
er or dessert to share. Many 
of our members made a day 
of it by decorating the 
schooner and clubhouse. 
The schooner lead the pa-
rade of about 25 boats 

around the lake for the enjoyment of many residents  having their own holiday parties. Thanks to every-
one who participated to make this another great event.  
 

Installation and Awards Dinner 

Coming off a great year, an almost sell out crowd was on hand at Tijeras Creek Golf Club to thank the 
2017 officers and volunteers for all their hard work. Many of the same individuals will be part of the 2018 
team that promises to make this year even better. While the officers are in place, many positions includ-
ing event chair persons still need to be filled and the success of our events depends on the membership.  

The dinner was also a chance to honor those sailors that had a 
successful year on the water. The Red Team finally won the 
Team Challenge Regatta. Race Chair Guy Heaton was honored 
for his first place finish in the A Fleet, followed up by Horst 
Weiler(2nd) and Arnold Christensen(3rd). In the B Fleet ,Jeff 

Buchman finished 1st ,followed closely by Frank Roberts and Commodore Emmet Rixford. Nicole Sighi-
artau took the gold in the C fleet ,followed by Griffin Pugh (silver) and McKenna Pugh (bronze). The C 
14.2 Class was won by Jeff Buchman and Ron Meyer took honors in the Thistle class. 
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First of itôs Kind 

From S/C Audrey Simenz. Historian  

 
The Club has always had many racing award trophies; we are, after all, a 
sailing club.  However, aware that ñafter allò the racing, there are other as-
pects of the Club that contribute to its success. A new trophy, donated by S/
C Tony Musolino, is dedicated to these invaluable members. There is lots 
of activity by members, not necessarily officers, who give their time and en-
thusiasm to keep the Club running smoothly off the water. 
This year the board was pleased to present this recognition award to its first 
recipient, Daniela Sighiartau.  

Daniela provides valuable assistance to the execution of the social events 
of our Club. She is the kind of right hand help everyone wishes for ï sup-
portive always, talented, reliable, generous with her time, imaginative, orga-
nized, and never loses her cool!  

She has been the event chair for many of our summer barbecues, introduc-
ing members to Romanian barbecue and broadening our taste buds with delicious homemade food. 

With her thoughtful planning behind the scenes, there is never a ripple on the surface! With Danielaôs   
exceptional organizational skills she sees that we have a hospitality crew, and then personally fills in 
when any help is needed, shopping, cooking, and doing cleanup. With her computer skills, Daniela sets 
up hospitality crew calendars and adjusts it constantly to accommodate membersô personal calendars.  

Immediately volunteering after she and husband Julius, with daughter Nicole, joined the club in 2012. 
Daniela continues to work for the club in every way she can, while laughing off any credit.  
Daniela ï Congratulations and thank you for all you do to make our social events so enjoyable.  

 

The Willi Hugelshofer Trophy Awarded for the Second Time 

 By Audrey Simenz ,Historian  

 

At the Installation and Awards dinner in January, long time 
member S/C and Treasurer Arnold Christensen was hon-
ored for his outstanding service to the Club, and presented 
with the Willi Hugelshofer Memorial Trophy by Commodore 
Mark Glackin and Susanna Hugelshofer.  This trophy is 
awarded only periodically, and only for outstanding service 
and achievement by a member.  

The deed of gift for the award mentions the qualities em-
bodied by Willi Hugelshofer, beloved LMVYC Treasurer 
from 1978 to 2014 and awarded to a member who has 
demonstrated Williôs traits of Volunteerism, Leadership, 
Sportsmanship, Involvement, and outstanding Character in 
his years of Club membership. Arnoldôs years of member-
ship include, like Williôs, years of service, including partici-
pation, planning, preparation, execution, and performance 
in many roles. He has been a member since 1997, he has 
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volunteered over the years as event chair, trophy chair, webmaster, membership chair, and scorer for our 
regattas. Arnold was Commodore in 2003, and served twice as V/C. Later ,Arnold served as Port Captain, 
and in the years 2010 ï 2014 when the Club had a Communications Chair, he served all four years.  

He displays outstanding sportsmanship on the water, undaunted by a sometimes-leaky problem with his 
Thistle; he has raced to many victories over twenty years as a member, winning a Thistle Fleet Champi-
onship, a Balboa Fleet Championship, and is always a competitive threat whatever class of boat heôs skip-
pering. Topping his racing honors, he won the Clubôs Top Skipper Perpetual Trophy three times, in 2006, 
2007 and in 2012. 

Arnoldôs character and idea of service shone through in 2014 when he unassumingly but with great exper-
tise, came to the Clubôs rescue to fill the role of Treasurer when we lost Willi. Arnold also took on the other 
duties of Webmaster, Membership Chair, and Regatta scorer. His overall helpfulness, advice, and calm 
demeanor on the Board of Directors are priceless. Arnold, the Club, is so fortunate to have you on board. 

 

2017 Sportsmanship Award to Deagan Willis 
By Rod Simenz  

  

We all know sportsmanship is about character, playing fair, respecting the 
competition, being gracious when you win and when you donôt, and following 
the rules. Itôs always good to see these traits in our junior sailors. So congrat-
ulations to Deagan Willis, recipient of the John Olson Perpetual Sportsman-
ship award for 2017.                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

Tune Up Regatta 

By S/C Frank Roberts 

 

On Sunday, January 21 ,we had our first regatta of 
the year.  The Tune Up Regatta is usually little more 
than a pick-up race that we use to determine the sta-
tus of our boats after the long winter layover of about 
two months.  This time, however, our Race Chair Guy 
Heaton had a little something else in mind. 

Guy got a crew together early and went out to set 
some marks.  He prepared a race sheet with courses 
laid out for us and set the tone at the skipper meeting 
that this time the Tune Up Regatta would be different.   

After working our way out under very light wind, races got under way. There were three minute starts with 
C Class starting at one minute, B Class at two minutes and A Class at three minutes.  This ensured a 
course filled with boats coming together at the weather mark about the same time. It gave all classes a lot 
of work to do in setting up to round marks.  Big boats and little boats all met up for a challenge to see who 
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inside overlap advantage.  It was the same at the lee-
ward mark, lots of boats meeting there to determine 
who could take the inside advantage and race for 
home.   

This made the day fun with a lot of shorter races. In 
all ,we must have done at least ten races. 

In the end, this no-score event turned out to be a lot of 
fun and got our racing juices flowing, our starting line 
strategies going ,and the spiders out of our boats.  Af-
terwards, a few stalwarts had refreshments and chips 
provided by our Hospitality Chair, Yasemin Talay.  Al-

so, thanks to Donna Stegall for manning the committee boat and taking what I am sure will be great pho-
tos. 

So, our season kicks off in earnest in February with the Midwinters, followed by Opening Day in March.  

SCYA MidWinter Regatta 

LMVYC was again one of 27 clubs that hosted classes for the 89th annual regat-

ta. Over 600 boats, from model remote control to the TP 52 racers ,participated. 

This regatta is how the Southern California Yachting Association funds it efforts to 

educate, coordinate, communicate, and celebrate the yachting community. To 

see more of what SCYA does for the community ,check out their website at 

SCYA.org.  

At LMVYC ,the day started with a continental breakfast during the registration 

process. The racers were split into 3 classes with 5 races being held over the 

day. The winds were typical for the lake ,varying in direction 

and strength throughout the day. For the most part, they 

remained on the strong side and the racers were back in 

the clubhouse in quick order. The racers, race commit-

tee ,and a few guests were treated to a great dinner. All the 

hospitality was a result of the efforts of Audrey Simenz. For 

more info on the regatta ,check out SCYAMidwinterRegat-

ta.org. 

 

 

http://www.SCYA.org
http://www.SCYAMidwinterRegatta.org
http://www.SCYAMidwinterRegatta.org

